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Every year, on 31st October, the country celebrates National Unity Day
(Rashtriya Ekta Diwas). It is the birth anniversary of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel,
also known as the “Iron Man of India.”

He was a brave leader who worked hard to unite India after independence. Before
1947, India was divided into many princely states. Sardar Patel brought them all
together to make one strong, united nation. In 2025, this day becomes even more
special — it marks 150 years since his birth! Across India, people will remember
him through unity runs, speeches, and cultural events that remind us — “We are
many, but we are one India.”

Why is National Unity Day Celebrated?

National Unity Day is celebrated to honour Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel’s great work
of uniting India.

After independence, India had more than 560 princely states. Many of them
wanted to stay separate. But Patel, with his strong will and wise talks, convinced
almost all of them to join the Indian Union.

He proved that “Unity is our strength.”

The Government of India started celebrating this day in 2014 to remind everyone
— students, youth, and citizens — that we must stay united and work together
for our country.

Know more about Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel was born on 31 October 1875 in the small village
of Nadiad, Gujarat. He was the son of a farmer but became one of the most
respected leaders in India.

He worked closely with Mahatma Gandhi and played a key role in India’s
freedom struggle. After independence, he became India’s first Deputy Prime
Minister and Home Minister.

People called him the “Iron Man of India” because of his strong determination
and courage.

Particulars Details

Full Name Vallabhbhai Jhaverbhai Patel
Born 31 October 1875, Nadiad (Gujarat)
Died 15 December 1950

Popularly Known as Iron Man of India



Particulars

Major Role

Important Movements

Award

Memorial

Famous Quote

Details

United 565 princely states after independence
Kheda, Bardoli and Salt Satyagraha

Bharat Ratna (1991)

Statue of Unity (World’s tallest statue — 182 m)

“Manpower without unity is not a strength.”

e DOCUMENTARY ON THE LIFE OF SARDAR VALLLABH BHAI PATEL

1. Documentary - Life of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
https://www.youtube.com /watch?v=01RSSMBUcoE

2. TER 9 : YRd & g %Y | Sardar Patel: The Iron Man of India
https:/ /www.youtube.com /watch?v=JEkUfx-UvM4

3. How Sardar

Vallabhbhai Patel wunited India? History of

Reorganisation of States in India | UPSC
https:/ /www.youtube.com /watch?v=rD4p1-DRXMs&t=15s

4. How Sardar

Vallabhbhai Patel wunited India? History of

Reorganisation of States in India

https:/ /voutu.be/rD4p1-DRXMs
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National Unity Day Pledge | Ekta Diwas Pledge
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RASHTRIYA EKTA DIWAS PLEDGE

| solemnly pledge that | dedicate myself to preserve
the unity, integrity and security of the nation and also
strive hard to spread this message among my fellow
countrymen. | take this pledge in the spirit of unification of
my country which was made possible by the vision and
actions of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. | also solemnly
resolve to make my own contribution to ensure internal

security of my country.
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Sikata, Panda. Political Ideas of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel.
Delhi: Kalpaz Publications, 2014

. Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel edited by M.H. Syed, Anil Kathuria, Bharat

Singh. Mumbai: Himalaya Books 2013

. Sardar the sovereign saint. Joshi, Dinakar. Ocean Books Pvt. Ltd.

New Delhi.
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Today we must remove distinctions of high and low, rich and
poor, caste or creed.

(Date: 21 January 1942, Occasion: During Quit India
Movement)

We have to shed mutual bickering, shed the difference of being
high or low and develop the sense of equality and banish
untuchability. We have to restore the conditions of Swaraj
prevalent prior to British rule. We have to live like the children
of the same father.

(Date: 21 January 1942, Occasion: During Quit India
Movement)

In a domestic Government unity and co-operation are essential
requisites. (Date: 6 March 1949, Occasion: An appeal to the
East Punjab Govt. on arrest of Tara Singh)

No distinctions of caste and creed should hamper us. All are the
sons and daughters of India. We should all love our country and
build our destiny on mutual love and help.

(Date: 19 September 1950, Occasion: Addressing the
Session of the Maharashtra Youth Congress at Nasik)

The negligence of a few could easily send a ship to the bottom,
but it required the whole-hearted co-operation of all on board;
she could be safely brought to port.

(Date: 14 May 1928, Occasion: To villagers of Bardoli
taluka during Bardoli Movement)

Happiness and misery are paper balls. Don’t be afraid of death.
Join the nationalist forces, be united. Give work to those who
are hungry, food to invalids, forget your quarrels.

(Date: 7 March 1942, Occasion: During Quit India
Movement)

As satyagrahis we should always claim and we did — that we are
always ready to make peace with our adversaries. As a matter
of fact we are always eager for peace and when we found that
the door to peace was opened we decided to enter it.
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(Date: 5 April 1931, Occasion: During his address on
Bhagat Singh, Rajguru and Sukhdev at Karachi Congress
Session)

A war based on Satyagraha is always of two kinds. One is the
war we wage against injustice and the other we fight against our
own weaknesses.

(Date: 28 April 1935, Occasion: Addressing the Kisan
Conference at Allahabad, U.P.)

Satyagraha is not a creed for the weak or the cowardly.
(Date: 28 April 1935, Occasion: Addressing the Kisan
Conference at Allahabad, U.P.)

Non-violence has to be observed in thought, word and deed.
The measure of our non-violence will be the measure of our
success. (Date: 26 January 1939, Occasion: Announcing
resumption of the struggle at Rajkot)

One can take the path of revolution but the revolution should
not give a shock to the society. There is no place for violence in
revolution. (Date: 19 February 1939, Occasion: Addressing
the Students at Gujarat Vidyapith)

The war started by Mahatmaji is against two things - the
Government and secondly against one self. The former kind of
war is closed, but the latter shall never cease. It is meant for
self-purification.

(Date: 2 January 1935, Occasion: Advising the farmers at
Ahmedabad after the close of Civil Disobedience Movement)

[ am blunt and uncultured. To me there is only one answer to
this questions. That answer is not that you should shut
yourselves in colleges and learn history and mathematics while
the country is on fire and everybody is fighting freedom’s battle.
Your place is by the side of your countrymen, who are fighting
the freedom’s battle.

(Date: 5 July 1930, Occasion: Addressing gathering of
College Students at Bombay)

Ours is a non-violent war, It is Dharma YUDDHA.
(Date: 21 July 1930, Occasion: Addressing gathering of
women at Mandvi, Bombay)

So long as you do not know how to die it is useless for you to
learn how to kill. India will not be benefited by brutal force. If
India is to be benefited it will be through non-violence.

(Date: 5 August 1928, Occasion: Addressing Students at
Surat)
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Two ways of building character — cultivating strength to
challenge oppression, and tolerate the resultant hardships that
give rise to courage and awareness.

(Date: 13 June 1935, Occasion: Vallabhbhai stresses on
building character among students at the Rashtriya Shala
Board meeting, Karadi in Jalalpore district.)

Young men and women are to build up a strong character. A
nation’s greatness was reflected in the character of her people.
If it was sullied by selfishness, such people could not prosper or
achieve great things. Selfishness had its place in life as everyone
had to look to his own needs and that of his family, but it could
not be made the be — all and end - all of life.

(Date: 13 June 1935, Occasion: Advising young men and
women to build up a strong character at Maharashtra
Youth Congress)

The main task before India today is to consolidate herself into
a well-knit and united power...

(Date: 11 August 1947, Occasion: Speaking to Delhi
Citizens during Liberty Celebrations)

Caste, community will rapidly disappear. We have to speedily
forget all these things. Such boundaries hamper our growth.
(Date: 16 April 1946, Occasion: Assuring Harijans a Place
of Honour in Independent India during a Lecture delivered
at Patidar Students Hostel at Vadodra.)

Religion is a matter between the man and his Maker.
(Date: 15 May 1950, Occasion: Addressing a public
meeting at Ernakulam)

We have tried to overcome our weaknesses honestly and in a
definite manner. The proof, if any proof is needed, is Hindu-
Muslim unity... Similarly, we have established cordial relations
with Parsis, Christians and other citizens of the country.
(Date: 28 December 1921, Occasion: Speaking at Reception
Committee of 36th Session of Indian National Congress at
Ahmedabad)

"Manpower without unity is not a strength unless it is
harmonized and united properly; then it becomes a spiritual
power."

"Faith is of no evil in the absence of strength. Faith and strength
are both essential for accomplishing great work."

"Take to the path of dharma—the path of truth and justice.
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Don’t misuse your valor. Remain united."

“Work is worship, duty is God — that is the essence of true
devotion.”

The stiffer the opponent, the more our affection should go out
to him. That is the test of our non-violence."

"No one would die of starvation in independent India. Its grains
would not be exported for profit but used to feed the poor."

"Ours is a democratic country. All must work in unity to uplift
the nation, leaving behind personal differences."

"Freedom is something that needs to be constantly protected
through courage, unity, and discipline."

"A nation's greatness lies in its ability to maintain peace while
preparing for the worst."

"Discipline and united action are the real sources of strength for
the nation."

"Freedom is not a reward or gift, but an outcome of continuous
struggle.”

"It is in the fitness of things that the strong should be just and
the weak should be brave."

."Work is undoubtedly worship, but laughter is life. Anyone who
takes life too seriously must prepare himself for a miserable
existence."

"Your goodness is bound to face opposition. But the fire of truth
will always burn bright."

"A united nation is always respected and its citizens live with
dignity."

"Every citizen of India must remember that he is an Indian and
he has every right in this country, but with certain duties."

"There is something unique in this soil, which, despite many
obstacles, has always remained the abode of great souls."



76. "In a domestic Government, unity and co-operation are
essential requisites."

77. "By common endeavor we can raise the country to a new
greatness, while a lack of unity will expose us to fresh
calamities."

78. Faith is of no evil in absence of strength. Faith and strength,
both are essential to accomplish any great work.”
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